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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
LINDEN ROW -~ Architectural Description

Of the terrace rows built on Franklin Street in the 1840's and '50's,
Linden Row is the only survivor, Originally, each of the cight identical
houses had a double brick building containing a kitchen and "office' in the

walled garden behind it. Now, only one complete outbuilding remains while
another has been attached to its house.

EXTERIOR: Each of the houses is threc stories high with a basement. Thd
construction is red brick veneer with thin joints, topped by a simple white
cornice of wood which runs unbroken for the length of the eight facades.
There is a symmetry of fenestration throughout the row. The first floor
windows arc the largest, with those on the second and third fleors diminishing
in size, The hasement windows are the smallest, but for the most part, they
are »oi visible from the street. The windows have flat stone lintels and
§ilis and white frames. The wajority of the windows are sash~hung one-over
one. though some of the earlier two-over-two and two-over-four sashes remain

sach nouse lus an identical CGrecian Doric entrance porch at the first flgo
leve L. The porch is supported by two fluted Doric columns, and pilasters
appcar at the point at which it joins the wall. The architrave is plain,
and the .veize has triglyphs and unornamented metopes. The soffit of the
cornice is decorated with mutiles and anthemions at the corners, Front doot
Jesipns vary between simple Greek Revival sidelights and transoms and more
claborate, later nineteenth century double doors and etched glasses. The
houses are separated from the street by stone retaining walls with handsome
iron fences and gates. Two flights of stone steps lead to the porches.

4 three-story porch runs the entire length of the back of the houses,
1The taviirooms for the homes were built out onto the porch, and the clapboard
projections which houses them are visible from the rear.

SNOILONALSNITI IS

“he houses are the same size except for number 100, which is broader acr¢ss
the rront and has a late 19th eentury addition in the back. With this exception
and . he wminor changes mentioned above, rthe row remains essentially unaltered

‘Nu . iUR: According to an accounl by a late nineteenth and early twentigth

century resident of Linden Row, the dining area was in the front room of the:
Do ner., Behind it was a pantry with sieps leading to the kitchen in the |
ZarULTl, The street floor consisted of the entrance and stair hall and a
lar- . deoble parlour, separated by sliding doors. The two upper floors each
cor ined two large bedrooms and a hall room. There was one bath for the six
TOGLS . Mic original fireplaces remain in many of the houses. The bascment
and apper -tory mantels tend to bhe simple designs in wood, and the parlour
mar.. +ls ar¢ of marble with carved designs. The remaining window and door
fre. mg + unpretentious, having < minimum of moulding, Some of the ceilizngs
retain . amental plasterwork in their centers. Though adapted to modern
reeds, the interiors convey, as do the exteriors, a feeling of the elegance
aivi. srace which characterized the period.
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STATYEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE
LINDEN ROW

The land on which Linden Row now stands was originally owned by
Thomas Buchanan. He sold it to Thomas Rutherfoord, who subsequently dis-
posed of four lots to a Mr. Radford, the owner of the Fagle Tavern.
From Radford, the property passed to Governor James Wood on behalf of the
Commonwealth of Virginia and was designated as the site of the State
Penitentiary. Through Mr. Rutherfoord's efforts, however, the land was
preserved fro residences, and Rutherfoord's brother-in-law, Parson Blair,
came into possession of it. In 1816, Blair's son sold the lots on the
eastern end of Franklin Street to Charles Ellis and John Allan. Here,
the two men created a beautiful garden, referred to as '"Ellison" by Edgar
Allan Poe, a frequent visitor, in 1839, Fleming James bought the propert
from Jom Allan and eight years later erected a row of five houses on the
site, calling it "Linden Square' after tiic linden treces in thc Ellis garde
The western end of the block passed through many hands before being bought
in 1853 by the sons of Thomas Rutherfoord, Samuel and Alexander, who built
five more houses according to James' formula.

For many years before and after the War Between the States, Lind
Row was the home of some of Richmond's most prominent citizens: Dr. Willi
H. Scott, a well-known druggist; Major Robert Stiles, a distinguished
jurist and a former officer on the staff of Robert E., Lee; Mary Johnston,
noted novelist; and the Mayo, Montague, and Tompkins families. At variou
times, the row was the location of three famous schools: The Southern
Female Institute (operated by D, Lee Powell), Miss Pegram's, and Miss
Jermie Ellett's.

As the city grew westward, Linden Row was threatened by the
spread of the business district. In 1922, the two easternmost houscs,
numbers 116 and 118, were torn down to make way for the present Medical
Arts Building. Soon, house numbers 110-114 were rezoned for business,
followed in 1950 by nos. 100-108. While the interiors were adapted to
office and apartment space, Miss Mary Wingfield Scott, a noted scholar of
Richmond architecture and history, began buying the remaining houses on
Linden Row to insure their preservation. This set an excellent example

of «n effective way in which business and preservation interests could be
i coavined, Miss Scott now owns seven of the houses while the eighth is
own:d by Andre J, Raymaker.

; A familiar architectural landmark, Linden Row has been of intere
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| and importance tc Richmond during two centuries: In the nineteenth, it
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housed some of the city's most influential families, while in the twentieth,
it has served commercial enterprizes with ease. Its simple and elegant
proportions are exemplary of the finest in urban Greek Revival architecture.
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Livager

it e e g e

Titie Virzinia Historic Landmarks Commi

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nationa] Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

sion

Keaeper of The National Register

bale

b

338

SNOIT13Nnd1S NI



, Prevee £ v y
- ' s 8 .
: ar N '*\ N _] _ 3
i B L} - ( \ 1 . : i ’
e L H‘llluif\h WL }ff P . ‘ a ,
o . ALY [T ’ .
. Cu / e -/
3 [ 3 . . . I} . - '
iy P | » . it Lt A " S u
RICHMOND A \ VA " s
Ere Befees, ]\ ", ] Ipr v * , )
- » R R TIIY| \k‘ ’ N A Jr Hivh e 1| oy = LRI
~. A ARFTREY . Vv * e ! a e 4
- . [} | H ;\ ’\ 3 . . e
. o . . -
- - . PRERAR ; L. L ,
e e 4 ; A oa . ~ \’\ ™ S ’ = .. .. | !
:"‘\ - [ 4 » . " s @ Dokr T Waniingten - o H
' . S TR b o Monrop R . * Sl Ll .
Sl ' N AT . Fack o \k 3 . o i .
- v . . S P : vt
= : i! LA A N .t“J “{ 0 * ] i " . ! .
* . Fandalyn b R :_ ! \‘\_ v .- [ A
e Cdt Hirh Sek R ! T ———— N /‘\ : [ . ,
= . ~ o . i i 'I ~ N r's ‘ ., ¢ PN L . P, A ”
: . - | Wt i K . - - o -
N ‘ '1 . * ! ’::‘; if :‘: ’:‘ "N‘\:“,J\\"( ) Y— x__/ L N Sy . °<" *- é
' b [ Lo i 1 aeden W . N e -
S % CENT TR R NN 7. e P S T .
s s h [ R tfe \"\/ y R | B T b “i"”"‘”{ L
The W, o ! UL n!r.u\. / ~. & < Y MERICAT o : ;; ' ‘ ‘e
o iy . t . s . A R h T .
- & e Ll gt S,k ; i e b v ST ‘t )
Mavimont ” "“ ' :{" (l‘)i;:;:‘!]ﬂ\ fli, l q:I \ l“--.‘ \ \.\' ! F'ml. Coamini ;\ ‘j‘:.' ‘;. ; . | v,‘f
o R AT N . )
k\u I r;‘ ‘P, o ¢ | : - ../; I,'h IHH | nle(: 16 7 ez Ty
. a‘\ " . mwn ne \jﬁ ' . oo. I
RS o » L8 N '.I ; . i .
B b \thm W\r 1 ' /‘_ gt 4
. LD HOT v _ws.(l Mnm(\rnl Lo -' . . e
=) X T ME g n‘r " . .
G : NP
.
Freye- ‘e,
Cshriae M R
.. . ,‘;‘,
| . -~ .
et o ol ’ ! . e
. - . -
\ (.r-.uf(rm‘.r .v‘f‘ul ]: Ve ‘k,“-.\ .
Roadie Towbr ’ Lol ..
nWAN,r:\ . N s
S
‘<L W HA 1
‘1 A’ E S — ' % - .
1 ‘é‘p f*‘l B “hir
“ SN f
\
SOUTHERN .
X . ~
. ¢ &,
‘ﬂ_‘ + Y Q
- . - E
IR ". L
T *
: ; . . NTERCHAT L .
. NE . A . ' R
. A . e o S J{‘:‘Ilhndrw "\'* ) ", - M
I R . RN B ; T ..'. il .
. N i : iy o : . \i 5 . )
* L et ity THbng at o T T ' FSEWAGE ..‘
[ o Center R &4:{-_-! o ‘\n?{ ATMENT | o
S " . - R . R : -
- ' ; v \ . ’m“'m( - % T / e \ WLANT
4 CERES “t - .
’ row ' nh«vkwit "Wy
Frack B " PBeh ™ b :
iy '~\ ) o 5
b IR SN
L T
: PENEL L 4
r‘f I". 13 ‘ o ‘i’ ' ‘
R -4 . e L
a Frunkhin o Nt \'}A ey,
L S N - .
‘ v ¢ L PR 0""
. . Y
. " ’ - : Ya"
: oL Ll
: * uf(ljﬁf
|
‘“ah (srve .‘w',l ‘i“. o
LR v ':_
U.3.G.5 74 quadrangle (Scale:1:24000) 4 0nkcirog)
Richmond, Va. 1964, ) il Anmee
5 L
PR T
: [ L
S T
Yrere P g AVE o GF
LINDEN ROW \; N
. .
Jntitude Lonritude .
O -
37 3?' 350 770 261 32" § fl)Nl ’:'}‘/h V.. m LIF H
SCALE 1.24 000
a LoMiLe
t t } . B R |




